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The European Women Lawyers Association (EWLA) presents its position on the future of the European reform 
process on the occasion of Europe Day on 9 May 2008: 
Having regard to 

• the Treaty of Lisbon amending the Treaty on European Union and the Treaty establishing the European 
Community signed at Lisbon on 13 December 2007,1 as well as the declarations and protocols thereto, 

• and the twelve contributions of EWLA to the Convention, its three appeals to the Intergovernmental Conference of 
2004 regarding the Draft Constitutional Treaty, its Resolutions on the Future of Europe of 2005 and 2006, its 
Statement “Reflection Period” on the Future of Europe (of 6 December 2005), and its Resolution on the Future of 
the Constitutional Framework of the European Union of 12 May 2007,2 as well as the subsequent developments; 

EWLA welcomes 
• the signing of the Treaty of Lisbon by all EU member states, which incorporates important achievements made by 

the Convention that elaborated the Draft Constitutional Treaty, and which will permit the enlarged EU to function in 
the future; 

• the intention of the EU member states to ensure the ratification of the Treaty before the elections to the European 
Parliament in summer 2009; 

• that the Treaty meets some of EWLA’s core proposals, in particular the inclusion of equality between men and 
women among the values of the EU (Article 2(1) and of peace, social justice, non-discrimination among its 
objectives (3) EU); 

EWLA deplores that 
• the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU was only incorporated into the Treaty by reference, thus rendering it 

less accessible to the European citizens; 
• member states upheld this concession, which threatens to weaken the human rights protection in Europe, despite 

the fact that, by doing so, they did not meet their aim of ensuring acceptance of the Charter by all member states; 
• gender equality is not listed as a horizontal objective in the General Part of the EU Treaty, but relegated to Article 8 

FEU; 
• the member states missed the opportunity of emphasising that improving the quality of life and employment and 

combating violence and trafficking in persons remain among the general objectives of the Union; 
• the Treaty refers to the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU, as signed in Strasbourg on 12 December 2007,3 

and not to the original Charter as adopted by the Convention and proclaimed in Nice on 7 December 2000;4 
EWLA emphasises 

• that the Treaty of Lisbon has to be interpreted in light of the acquis communautaire in fundamental rights, and that 
all the EU Member States are bound by the European Convention of Human Rights and the UN human rights 
treaties, including the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women; 

• that under Article 52(7) of the Charter of Fundamental Rights (of 2007), the explanations are not binding, but 
merely of a guiding function, and that, in particular, they cannot be used for an interpretation that restricts the 
acquis communautaire in fundamental rights; 

• that in order to enter into force, the Treaty of Lisbon has to be ratified by all member states. 
Therefore, EWLA calls upon the member states and the European Commission 

• to engage in a serious dialogue with civil society on the merits and the reasons for the above-listed shortcomings 
of the Treaty of Lisbon, so as to ensure the widest possible support of the peoples of Europe for it, irrespective of 
whether a referendum is necessary under national law for ratification of the Treaty; 

• to bear in mind that the purpose of the European Union is an “ever closer union” of the peoples of Europe and that, 
consequently, the efforts to improve the European treaties must not cease with the ratification of the Treaty of 
Lisbon. 

                                                 
1 [2007] O.J. C 306/1 of 17 December 2007. 
2 All available at: <www.ewla.org>. 
3 ]2007] O.J. C 303/1 of 14 December 2007. 
4 [2000] O.J. C 364/1 of 18 December 2000. 


